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F o r w a r d  b y  m a r k  w i d d u p
director cooks hill galleries

eclectica

rod bathgate this new exhibition from

rod bathgate —arguably australia’s

best pastel artist—represents a

deviation from his much-loved works

exploring the newcastle coastline. rod

refers to this as ‘a need to explore

other pastures’. what will you see in

this exhibition? a stunning collection of

works depicting other places including

port stephens, treachery beach, seal

rocks and mossman gorge. plus a

potpourri of other works.

rod is accomplished with pastel on

paper/board paintings and equally so

in oil painting. detail, light, complicated

composition, water effects,

beachscapes with a figurative aspect

are what we expect from this artist. i

continue to marvel at rods

understanding of the pastel medium. 

a challenging one to use but with his

skill handled with an understatement

or over statement, depending upon

what he feels is appropriate or

necessary. 

if you are seeking trade marks in this

professional artists subject; you need

look no further than his handling of

clouds, light play over water, gradation

of colouring from the horizon. his

treatment of an ocean wave at all its

stages of development prior to the

waters edge is a good lesson in control

and the luminosity is his master stroke.

i doubt there is any better artist when

capturing moving and still water!

it is always a delight to have rod

exhibiting at chg, he commands such 

a strong following and respect from

other painters.

all the time

jane parkes is jane parkes an

excitable child? possibly! the

reference she portrays in her naïve

figurative paintings suggest the inner

child in a grown up’s body! she is a

person who lives by the positive and

works at being happy. most of the

figure subjects of her art are inspired

by fantasy and escapism! there is

much to focus upon in this world that

is removed from cruelty, and lack of

humanity, uncaring - real concerns for

jane and so ever present in this world. 

jane lives by her emotions and in this

collection of 15 original gouache

paintings we are invited into jane’s

kingdom. what’s real and what’s not is

of no consequence. it’s jane’s world

where her imagination, desire for

places that vibrate a love and

kindness. there is also the introduction

of a range of giclee limited edition

prints enhanced with gold leaf and

whitening within the compositions!

i have known jane parkes (or jp as

she refers to herself) for decades she

remains the same up beat personality.

her life/world is often perceived as

make believe! or is it a cover kind? i

have decided i don’t care!  her

figurative paintings set in a fantasy

world could be considered a theatrical

set. i do know the time spent on

developing her compositions is one

where time means nothing to jane

when she is art making! she is

completely fulfilled by her painting and

its a place she goes to which provides

comfort! the inspiration commences

with an image which creeps into her

consciousness “a shape or a wall

paper design; the ideas develop”.  

jane loves making things or some

o n e



F o r w a r d  b y  m a r k  w i d d u p
director cooks hill galleries

would say hobbies, like; puppetry,

lantern making, felting, circuses 

or shoe making. she says she loves

‘anything curley-shoes (had some

made)  even curley hair”.   a focus 

for detail with highlights to endorse a

perfect world! with the painting titled

the ‘Forest feast’ -  she qualifies the

dinner scene as ‘the perfect person in

a perfect world which is complete and

offers happiness’.

jane loves to retain her child like traits,

in fact she still likes to wear frilly

socks!  unquestionably her love of the

simplicity of childhood is her mantra.

jane has an appreciation of all things

art and life including music, art

teaching, theatre, acting, animals,

people and their care etc. 

her paintings, often drawn from her

fantasy life of thoughts and dreams are

based also upon life experiences and

happenings as well. 

exacting and considered composition

support a high degree of skill and

control which she has developed with

the gouache medium.

in this exhibition we see jane’s original

images translated to pillows and bags for

display and sale alongside limited edition

prints available in 3 sizes. 

For sales and commission orders, 

please contact the director 

mark widdup.

text or call 0418 492 259, 24/7.

t w o



rod bathgate

t h e  r o c k  ( F l a t r o c k  n e w c a s t l e )

pastel on paper

43 x 62 cm

$2,600

p u r c h a s e  n o w

details

t h r e e



F o u r c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6

rod bathgate ‘the rock (Flatrock newcastle)’



rod bathgate

c o w r i e  h o l e  1

pastel on board

45 x 65 cm

$2,400

p u r c h a s e  n o w

F i v e

details



s i x

rod bathgate ‘cowrie hole 1 ’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



rod bathgate

s a n d b a r  d r e a m

pastel on board

72.5 x 101 cm  

$4,200

artist note “any day is a magic day at sandbar.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

s e v e n

details



e i g h t

rod bathgate ‘sandbar dream’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



rod bathgate

m o s s m a n  r i v e r ,  Q l d

oil on canvas

119 x 169 cm

$8,000

artist note “a beautiful place!”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

n i n e

details



t e n

rod bathgate ‘mossman river, Qld’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



rod bathgate 

v i n t a g e  c o w r i e  h o l e

pastel on board

80 x 100 cm

$4,500

this work is also available as a limited edition print one of three only.

giclee print

80 x 100 cm

$2,000

artist note “the late 1970's, with all the cars and features
from that time...ah, halcion days!”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

e l e v e n

details



t w e l v e

rod bathgate ‘vintage cowrie hole’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



rod bathgate 

v i e w  F r o m  n o  2 8 ,  t h e  t e r r a c e  a c r o s s
k i n g  e d w a r d  p a r k

pastel on board

80 x 100 cm

$4,500

artist note “a magnificent view from the verandah 
of one of the originals on the hill.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

t h i r t e e n

details



F o u r t e e n

rod bathgate ‘view from no 28, the terrace across king edward park’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



rod bathgate 

t o p p a  t o w n  t o o

giclee print

80 x 100 cm

$2,000

this work is available as a limited edition print one of three only from the

original oil on canvas painting from 2015.

p u r c h a s e  n o w

F i F t e e n

details



s i x t e e n

rod bathgate ‘toppa town too’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



rod bathgate 

s a n d b a r - d a p p l e d  l i g h t

oil on canvas

60 x 80 cm

$4,000

p u r c h a s e  n o w

s e v e n t e e n

details



e i g h t e e n

rod bathgate ‘sandbar-dappled light’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



rod bathgate 

t h e  m i g h t y  F l a t r o c k  F r o m  
t h e  p u m p h o u s e

pastel on board

80 x 100 cm

$4,500

p u r c h a s e  n o w

n i n e t e e n

details



t w e n t y

rod bathgate ‘the mighty flatrock from the pumphouse’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



rod bathgate

d e e p  c h r o m e  2

pastel on paper

30 h x 60 w cm

$2,500

artist note “liquid chrome like treakle.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

details

t w e n t y  o n e



t w e n t y  t w o

rod bathgate ‘deep chrome 2’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

b e e  t r i p t y c h

mixed media on paper

21 x 35

$2,800

artist note “i wish bumble bees were blue in real life
and that my big sister would turn into a peacock just
for one sunday night dinner. she could sit at the head
of the table and we would admire her. my little sister is
as fierce as a lion and i like flowers and the moon.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

details

t w e n t y  t h r e e



t w e n t y  F o u r

jane parkes ‘bee triptych’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

F o r e s t  F e a s t

mixed media on paper

28 x 36 cm

$3,000

artist’s note “a voluptuous and sumptuous spread 
of delicacies. deep in the forest she gorges on
pomegranates and cake. a chandelier suspended from
the night keeps her bathed in soft candle light.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

details

t w e n t y  F i v e



t w e n t y  s i x

jane parkes ‘Forest feast’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

h e ' s  m i n e

mixed media on paper

23.5 x 30 cm

$3,000

artist note “you, dear monster, will be mine. i need you and 
i will have you. you appeal to me. come with me in my
extravagant dress and i will show you places of light and
beauty. i will share my riches with you.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

t w e n t y  s e v e n



t w e n t y  e i g h t

jane parkes ‘he's mine’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

i  l i k e  y o u  

mixed media on paper

39 x 24.5 cm

$2,800

artist note “a muted palette of creams, greys and
purples, this picture depicts two people who like each
other.

they are trendy, confident people living amongst the
tones that suit them

a mysterious couple who give rise to questions in the
viewers mind. they are happy and they are very
comfortable.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

t w e n t y  n i n e

details



t h i r t y

jane parkes ‘i like you ’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

l i t t l e  b i r d s  i n  t h e i r  n e s t

mixed media on paper

21 x 17 cm

$2,500

artist note “a charmed fairy spreads her pretty, paper
thin butterfly wings under the blue green light of the
moon. little birds in their nest high in the tree comfort
her with their chirping.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

details

t h i r t y  o n e



t h i r t y  t w o

jane parkes ‘little birds in their nest’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

l i t t l e  o r a n g e  t r e e

mixed media on paper

25 x 32 cm

$2,400

artist note “i wish we had met before you left. your
poem lives within the heart of many.

you were a beautiful, shining boy and you live on in
song.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

details

t h i r t y  t h r e e



t h i r t y  F o u r

jane parkes ‘little orange tree’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

m a g i c  c a r p e t  r i d e

mixed media on paper

33.5 x 23 cm

$2,900

artist note “a wild ride above the hot sands and sparkling
cities. whoosh. the stars are sweeping past me. i am flying. i
am free. i am magnificent and strong. can you see me up
high in the sky?”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

t h i r t y  F i v e



t h i r t y  s i x

jane parkes ‘magic carpet ride’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

r u b y  t u e s d a y  

mixed media on paper

31.5 x 24 cm

$3,000

artist’s note “carefree ruby and her best friend
sunshine look down on their little magical, world.
confident it will never change she swings on her
swinging wreath.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

details

t h i r t y  s e v e n



t h i r t y  e i g h t

jane parkes ‘ruby tuesday’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

s p r i n g  r a i n

mixed media on paper

26.5 x 37 cm

$2,800

artist’s note “i fly through warm spring air and cold,
multi-coloured droplets of rain.

the flowers are abundant and the grass smells fresh.
when i float down under my poppy umbrella, i will roll
in the clover.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

details

t h i r t y  n i n e



F o r t y

jane parkes ‘spring rain’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

i ' v e  b e e n  w a i t i n g  F o r  y o u

mixed media on paper

23.2 x 33.5 cm

$2,800

artist note “at last you have come back to me. i have
guarded and treasured your fine feather and now i can
return it to you. Fly away with what’s yours but please
come back soon for i love you.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

details

F o r t y  o n e



F o r t y  t w o

jane parkes ‘i've been waiting for you’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

a l l  t h e  t i m e

mixed media on paper

26.5 x 22 cm

$2,800

artist note “the constraints of time mean that sometimes
we don’t see what is around us or how beautiful we are.
perhaps we can never be more beautiful than we are
right now and we should enjoy that moment in time.
admire yourself.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

F o r t y  t h r e e

details



F o r t y  F o u r

jane parkes ‘blue bull’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes

m e  m y  c r e a t u r e  a n d  t h e  m o o n

mixed media on paper

23 x 37 cm

$3,000

artist note “luxury in silk under the softest moonlight
and wisteria. i wish my creature would stop tickling my
feet. although i do quite enjoy it sometimes. sing me a
song and tickle my toes dear creature. make the song
about the moon please.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

F o r t y  F i v e

details



F o r t y  s i x

jane parkes ‘me my creature and the moon’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes 

w e  g o  w a nd e r i n g

mixed media on paper

24.5 x 25.5 cm

$2,400

artist note “i am a man beast and i have travelled the
world alone. i only own a few things and i feel welcome
in any village because i keep things simple. i don’t ask
for anything .i am not a yes please man. instead, i am a
how can i help beast.”

p u r c h a s e  n o w

F o r t y  s e v e n

details



F o r t y  e i g h t

jane parkes ‘we go wandering’

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s  2 0 1 6



jane parkes 

l i m i t e d  e d i t i o n  p r i n t s
a n d  c u s h i o n s

limited edition prints— gold leaf touched 

sold unFramed (Frames sold seperately)

small unframed giclee $420

medium unframed giclee $750

large  unframed giclee $1,250

cushions

oatmeal or velvet $140
(doesn't include pillow filling) .

F o r t y  n i n e



r o d  b a t h g a t e j a n e  p a r k e s



c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s

m a r k  w i d d u p

c o o k s  h i l l  g a l l e r i e s

6 7  b u l l  s t

c o o k s  h i l l  n s w  2 3 0 0

t   0 4 1 8  4 9 2  2 5 9

w w w . c o o k s h i l l g a l l e r i e s . c o m . a u

terms and conditions For art purchase

1. contact details all art sales will be invoiced, 
so please contact mail@cookshillgalleries.com 
and supply the name and address of the entity or person/s to
be cited on the paperwork, with an email address and a
mobile number.

2. the delivery address please supply contact name/s,
mobile phone number and delivery instructions.

please advise of your preferred carrier and their contact
names/phone. we can supply/offer carrier details also.

3. insurance we recommend you supply your art purchase
details to your 'contents insurer' prior to delivery after
invoicing. the artwork becomes the responsibility of the
buyer after it leaves the galleries premises (chg).


